APPENDIX B

Capital Assurance Group: Terms of Reference
Role
1. The Capital Assurance Group (CAG) is a Member and officer working group with a clear remit to be
the Council’s advisory body on the Council’s Capital Investment Strategy.
2. The Capital Investment Strategy has clear priority areas of work which although distinct from one
another should be considered in an integrated manner when forming and delivering the Council’s
capital programme and related areas.
3. The types of Capital Investments which may be considered when forming the capital programme
relate to the four priority areas of the ‘Core’ Plan 2030.
a) A Sustainable District. These include schemes to deliver demonstrable reduction to carbon
emissions in line with the Council’s goal of reaching net carbon zero by 2030, such as
installation of solar panels, or investment in larger scale solar energy facilities, as well as
supporting agile working to reduce our carbon footprint, and the increased electrification of
our vehicle fleet. Schemes which mitigate the effects of climate change may also be included.
b) An Inclusive and Prosperous Local Economy. These include schemes to assist the
Council’s lead role in place-making, regeneration and economic development activity, and the
improvement of the District’s town centres to improve economic performance and encourage
future private sector investment. Initiatives to use public land and buildings to achieve longterm socio-economic development within the Lancaster District may also be included.
c) Healthy and Happy Communities. These include schemes to generate significant social
returns in the District, such as the development of new housing, purchasing of existing housing
with a view to improvements in quality and management, investment loans to third parties and
re-use of Council assets.
d) A Co-operative, Kind and Responsible Council. These are investments that sustain the
day to day operational delivery of the Councils services which underpin a broad range of
Council priorities. Such schemes may include upgrades of key information and communication
systems, as well as transformation and ‘Invest to Save’ proposals, which provide one-off
project funding to help services become more efficient and effective
Composition of CAG
4. The group will consist of the following Members and officers. Where representatives are not able to
attend, a suitable alternative will attend in their place.
Standing Membership
 Cabinet Finance Portfolio Lead
 Chief Executive
 Overview and Scrutiny Chair
 Budget and Performance Panel Chair
 Business Committee Chair
 Cabinet Governance Portfolio Holder
 Director of Corporate Services
 Director of Economic Growth and Regeneration
 Director of Communities and the Environment
 Section 151 Officer
 Governance Officer Lead
Additional representation as and when required may include
 Relevant Cabinet Portfolio Holders – as required by nature of the investment proposals
 Relevant Lead Officers – as required by nature of the investment proposals
 Capital Finance Officer Lead
 Asset Management Officer Lead
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Property Services Officer Lead
ICT Representation
Programme Manager
External Consultants

Frequency and Format of Meetings
5. The CAG will meet quarterly by routine but may also meet on an ad-hoc basis as required as and
when key proposals come forward. Routine meetings will be co-ordinated so that they inform
monitoring processes to Cabinet and Budget and Performance Panel. The meetings will be held via
Teams, unless the Chair agrees a face-to-face meeting would significantly improve meeting outcomes
and provides reasonable notice.
6. A forward plan of items to be considered on an annual cycle will be developed, and agendas with
supporting briefing papers will be issued at least 3 working days before the meeting where practicable.
Presentations delivered at meetings will be provided to Members in advance, or otherwise included
with meeting notes. The meeting notes will form part of briefings to Cabinet, and Members will be able
to request particular points made in the meeting to be clearly placed within meeting notes to further
enrich and inform decision-making.
Remit
7. CAG’s remit is to contribute to the development and oversight of the Council’s capital programme.
This will include assessing initial proposals and business cases through to delivering the programme
and assessing its effectiveness in respect of corporate priorities.
8. With respect to Capital Investment Strategy
a) To keep the Capital Investment Strategy document under review ensuring that it reflects the
Council’s capital investment priorities and review the Strategy as part of the MTFS update.
b) To ensure that the Capital Strategy is informed by and consistent with the Core 2030 Plan and
associated strategies, and the Asset Management Plan.
With respect to the Capital Programme
c) To consider all strategic outline cases and full business cases for capital investment, in terms
of strategic fit, financial and resource implications, risk, benefits, outcomes and legislation and
compliance. To make advisory recommendations to budget holders and to provide comments
on these matters from individual members to Cabinet, having regard to the scrutiny process.
d) To check that the information available for projects is complete and sufficient to inform
evidence-led and effective decision-making, and to identify areas where information may need
to be strengthened to enable an informed decision to be made.
e) To monitor the progress of each scheme within the capital programme in terms of progress to
date, expenditure, and delivery of outcomes including those classified within the pipeline.
f) To review all completed schemes with respect to outcomes and impact as well as lessons
learned
g) To monitor the resources available to support the Capital Programme and ensure that, at all
times, it remains affordable, sustainable and prudent.
h) To maintain the capital bid and scoring assessment framework, which captures quantifiable
measures in respect of broad economic, environmental, and social returns as defined by our
priority outcomes
With respect to the Asset Management Plan
i) Own and ensure the development of the Asset Management Plan and long-term property
strategy, ensuring that it is line with Core Plan 2030 / MTFS objectives.
j) To undertake annual review of property holding to ensure that all property is utilised
appropriately and consider any capital expenditure/ receipt proposals associated with
maintaining, updating, transferring, or disposing of property assets.
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Each of the above areas of work are covered by the Capital Strategy and Capital Investment Strategy,
which are the Council’s overarching documents which aim to ensure that Council’s capital
investments priorities reflect Council priorities and are supported by a long term financing plan.
Decision Making
9. The CAG is a Member and Officer working group and as such is only advisory and does not have
any formal decision-making authority. It will check whether the information being provided is
sufficient to inform decision-making and, where appropriate, that the suitable project management
documentation is available to support project delivery.
10. Following consideration of each strategic outline case and business case, it may make
recommendations to budget holders in relation to due diligence costs and other matters. It will
provide any comments from individual members to Cabinet. It also ensures that necessary
consultation is carried out with Cabinet, relevant Portfolio Holders, Management Board, and
relevant Directors as part of the decision-making process.
11. Any proposal that is outside the approved budget and policy framework will be referred to Cabinet
or Council in accordance with the Constitution.
The role of Scrutiny Committee Members
12. The Chairs of both Budget & Performance Panel and Overview & Scrutiny form part of CAG. The
early involvement of scrutiny at the pre-decision stage will allow them to add value by informing a
decision rather than an after-the-event critique under the traditional process. This intention and their
active involvement do not remove or negate the right to call in any decision made by Cabinet in this
area.
Key Outcomes
10. The key outcomes from the CAG are:
a) An effective Capital Investment Strategy aligned with relevant regulation and the priorities of the
Council.
b) An effective Capital Programme and investment projects pipeline optimising the capital
investment resources within the Core Plan 2030.
c) Strategic property and asset management ensuring full optimisation of Council property assets,
maximising income and return and reducing expenditure where possible but ensuring assets are
well maintained.
d) Enhanced long term planning of capital investment, better use and management of investments,
assets (including property, infrastructure etc), and accountability.
e) The integration of the Capital Investment Strategy in line with Council priorities as set out in the
Core Plan 2030.

