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  Top Tip:  Have a read of the “An easy guide for staff who need to complete an Equality Impact Assessment” 

This online equality impact assessment should: 
An equality impact assessment should take place when considering doing something in a new 

way.  Please submit your completed EIA as an appendix to your committee report.  Please 

remember that this will be a public document – do not use jargon or abbreviations. 

                                             ` 

Service   

Title of policy, service, function, project or strategy 

 

 

Type of policy, service, function, project or strategy: Existing ☐ New/Proposed ☒     

Lead Officer      

People involved with completing the EIA 

 

Step 1.1: Make sure you have clear aims and objectives 
Q1. What is the aim of your policy, service, function, project or strategy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2. Who is intended to benefit or have a detrimental effect on and how? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Planning and Housing Policy Team  

Draft  Gressingham and Eskrigge Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Area Designation 
Application Acceptance  

 Maurice Brophy  

Gillian Dobson 

Under the Localism Act 2011, local communities can produce Neighbourhood Plans, setting out 
policies on the development and use of land in their area. If Plans are adopted by the Council they 
will have the same weight as other Development Plan documents for the Lancaster District. A 
Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led framework for guiding the future development and 
growth of an area. It may contain vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for improving the area 
or providing new facilities, or allocation of key sites for specific kinds of development. It may deal 
with a wide range of issues (like housing, employment, heritage and transport) or it may focus on 
one or two issues that are of particular importance in a local area. The designation of a 
Neighbourhood Area by the Council is the first stage in producing a Neighbourhood Plan. It 
establishes the area to be covered by the Plan.  The Gressingham and Eskrigge Parish Council 
Neighbourhood Plan Area Designation is in line with the current parish boundary and therefore 
must be approved. 

 A neighbourhood plan will directly impact local communities. However, this impact will be 
subject to the plans focus e.g. housing, local facilities, open space etc. Equality and diversity and 
sustainability impact assessments will be required as part of the neighbourhood plan 
development process. Neighbourhood planning provides rural communities with an opportunity 
to shape future development in their area, as well as helping to protect and conserve their 
heritage and environment (in line with the District’s Local Plan and national planning policy 
guidance) prepared by other organisations and partnerships working with the community of the 
Lancaster District.             
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Step 1.2: Collecting your information 
Q3. Using existing data (if available) and thinking about each group below, does, or could the 
policy, service, function, project or strategy have a negative impact on the groups below? 
 

Group Negative Positive/No 
Impact 

Unclear 

Age ☐ ☒ ☐ 
Disability ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Faith, religion or belief ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Gender including marriage, pregnancy and maternity ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Gender reassignment ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Race ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Sexual orientation including civic partnerships ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Other socially excluded groups such as carers, areas of 
deprivation 

☐ ☒ ☐ 

Rural communities ☐ ☒ ☐ 

 
Step 1.3 – Now you need to consult! 

Q4. Who have you consulted with? If you haven’t consulted yet please list who you are going to 
consult with?  Please give examples of how you have or are going to consult with specific groups 
of communities 

 

 
Step 1.4 – Assessing the impact 
Q5. Using the existing data and the assessment in questions 3 what does it tell you, is there an 
impact on some groups in the community?  

 
Step 1.5 – What are the differences? 
Q6. If you are either directly or indirectly discriminating, how are you going to change this or 
mitigate the negative impact? 

 

 

The use of Equality Impact Assessments will be carried out at the forth coming public consultation 
process 

Age:    No impact  

Disability:  No impact 

Faith, Religion or Belief:    No impact  

Gender including Marriage, Pregnancy and Maternity:    No impact  

Gender Reassignment:   No impact  

Race:    No impact  

Sexual Orientation including Civic Partnership:    No impact  

Rural Communities:     The  Gressingham and Eskrigge Neighbourhood Plan designation provides 
the community with an opportunity to shape future development in their area, as well as helping 
to protect and conserve their heritage and environment (in line with the District’s Local Plan and 
national planning policy guidance). Gressingham and Eskrigge Parish Council will need to engage 
with its communities to help to inform their Neighbourhood Plan.  

N/A 
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Q7.  Do you need any more information/evidence eg statistic, consultation.  If so how do you plan 
to address this? 

 

 
Step 1.6 – Make a recommendation based on steps 1.1 to 1.5  
 
Q8.  If you are in a position to make a recommendation to change or introduce the policy, service, 
function, project or strategy, clearly show how it was decided on. 

 

 

 
Q9. If you are not in a position to go ahead, what actions are you going to take? 

 

 

Q10. How do you plan to monitor the impact and effectiveness of this change or decision? 
 

 

Step 1.7 – Publish your results 

This EIA has been approved by:  

Contact Number:   

Date 

 

N/A 

 N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Maurice Brophy 

 

01524 582383 

 27/06/2019 


